a messenger of thé Gospel of Jesus 

Tam thankful that I have been per- 
mitted to come to the earth in this 
day, and that the Lord has opened my 
‘mind and understanding, to compre- 
hend his truths, which, if heeded, and 
carried out in full, will save and exalt 

all the sons and daughters of God. 
May the Lord bless you, and those 

laboring in conjunction with you. 

Your brother in the Gospel, 

WILLIAM AsHWORTH. 


Glasgow, Jan. 6th, 1879. 
President William Budge. 

Dear brother, — We held very agree- 
able meetings at Dundee on Sunday, 
Dec. 29 1h. Elders Findlay, Kippen, 
Meldrum, and Watson being present. 
Elder Blythe was on a visit to his rela- 
tives, at Muirkirk. All these brethren 
are in good health and enjoying their 
labors. | 

On the Saturday evening previous, 
we held a priesthood meeting, at which 
the Elders made encouraging reports of 
their. travels and labors among the peo 
ple. Some were being added to the 
Church and more inquiring. 

There appears to be a lively spirit in 
Dundee branch. 
Macdonald, although young and limi- 
ted in experience, is blessed in 
making many friends and the Saints 
are united with him in their labors. 
Meetings are attended by interested 
inquirers. Elder David Buist, pre- 
siding in Arbroath, was also at our 
meetings. On Monday evening, Dec. 
30th, Elder Meldrum and myself went 
to Arbroath and held a meeting with 
the few Saints there, visited with kind 


Friends and returned to Dundee the 


following day. 
In Dundee branch we ordained four 
of the brethren to the priesthood, to 


gtrengthen ‘* Aaron’s” hands there. 


On New Year’s Day we parted with 
Hider Findlay, cho took train for 
Aberdeen, where he will een 
for Lerwick, in Shetland, direct. He 
felt well, with fair prospect 
way would open up and he find friends; 
there. The same day.all the. Elders 


returned to their fields, being cheered | Office 
bythe opportunity of meeting together. | 


imes continue dull and oppressive 


here upon the poor. All classes are! 


Elder Aaron J. 


that his 
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whining. and .complaiping, but we 
rejoice and thank God that occasional: 
ly honest souls sre inelined to: seek 
aftef His word of truth. .- 

Kind regards to Brother Pratt and 
the other brethren with you and wishing 
you all a happy New Year and many 
‘returns, I remain yours very truly, 

| A. F. Macponatp. 


Lerwick, Shetland Islands, 
ae Jan. 6th, 1879 
President William Budge, 
Dear brother,—After a pleasant pas- 


4th inst. I find the people and sur- 
roundings rather of an ancient type. 
The town is compassed and girt around 
with eight or nine different paths or 
creeds to walkin. On my first visit, 
yesterday, I léarned of one Latter-day 
Saint, who had been here sometime, 
charging on the prejudices of the peo- 
ple, and had to leave. I met one man 
who was willing to read a tract, and 
would be glad to have me call again ; 
took supper with him. The people 
seem to be-religiously inclined and ra- 
ther careful of innovations. 

I write this in haste as the steamer 
‘returns to day, and there is only one 
in the week. Should you wish to 
write, direct to be called for, at the 
Post Office, Lerwick, as 1 cannot give 


feel around among the people, and 
hope to have more to say of them in 
another week. 3 
mas proper (old style) o is people 
but the celebration was postponed till 
to-morrow, the festivities not be 
‘thought meet for Sanday, and th 
‘being mail day, would interfere. with 
the general revelry indulged in on that 
‘annual event, when, as one lady ex- 
pressed it, people would get drunk, 
who would not so indulge the whole 


-year- —— 
With much respect to yourself, Elder 
Erati, and other associates. in the 


H. LAY? 


Tours in the . 


sage I arrived here on the night of the 


you a more definite address at the | 
By the guidance of the Spirit I shall 


‘ 
. 
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A gushing but ungramatical editor says, ‘‘ We r 
from our friend fer which scoept eur compliments, some of which are nearly an 


inch in circumference. 

It is amerted Philadelphian that he died ‘worn out by too severe mental effort in 
the study of how to live without work. 7 

| r belong to the vegetable kingdom. When 


long experience has made sage. 


POETRY. 


In 8 of a person’s faults, I'll ten ou of 4 better 
Pray don’t forget your own : And ia that works pur well : 
Remember, those with homes of glass Be sure your own defects you cure 
Should seldom throw a stone. Before of others’ 
If we have nothing else to do And, though I sometimes chance to be 
But talk of Sibel’ ain, } No worse than some I know, 
Tis better we commence at — My own shortcomings bid me ‘let 
And from that point begin. The fs faults of others go. 
We have no right to judge a man— Then let us all, when we commence 
He should be fairly tried ; : To slander friend or foe, 
Should we not like his company, Think of the harm one word may do 
We know the world is wide. To those we little know. 
Some ma 4 have faults—and who have not Remember, curses sometimes, like 3 
The as well as young? é „Our chickens, roost at home:“ 
Perhaps we may, for aught we know, Don’t speak of others’ faults until : 
Have many where n ons. We have none of our own. 9 


Harry B. FRxx, in Chicago Tribune. 


‘DIED. 


Lestrer.—At South . Nov. ‘98rd, 1878, ‘Maria Jane D. 18 dauhter of Fergus and 
Sarah Jane Lester, aged 7 years, 5 months and 10 days.—* News.” 3 | 


Lorp.—At South Cottonwood, Dec. 16, 1878, ‘Alice Ann Lord, daughter of Daniel and Alice Lord, 
aged 5 years, 5 months and 15 days.— News. 


BLACK weTtT.—At. Nephi, Utah at the reiidenee of his son-in-law, Thos. Pace, Dec. 19th, 1878, ot 
old age, Robert Collingwood B lackwett. Born in London. Nov. 5th, 1807 ; embraced the Gospel in 
1839 : emigrated iu the year 1856 ; was a member of the High Priests Quorum He leaves a wife and 
six children and 28 grandchildren to mourn his loss. He died in full faith and tellowsbip.—' N ows.” 


 MAOCFARLAND.—At Dundee, Scotland, Dec. 20th, 1878, of Asthma, Elder Robert Mactariand, 
56 years, 9 months and 10 days. * was born at Couper- Angus, baptized Not, 181 1 at Dun 
where he lived an examplary life and to his rest . ot 
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“HEAR THE WORD OF THE Lonp, O YE NATIONS, AND; DECLARE IT ix THE ISLES 


AFAR OFF, AND SAY, HE THAT SCATTERETH ISRAEL WILL GATHER HIM, AND KEEP’ 


HIM, AS A SHEPHERD DOTH HIS FLOCK.”—Jeremiah xxxi, 10. 


— — — 


** 


‘Mo, 3, Vol. XLI Monday, January 20, 1879. Price One Penny. 


A 


A DISCOURSE. 
DELIVERED BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM BUDGE, AT THE SHEFFIELD VONFERENOK, 
10 ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1879. mS 


15 (Reported by Joseph May ) 


- Brethren, sisters and friends, I am by which those who believed in the 
traly thankful for the privilege of occu- | measures revealed at that time might 
pying a short time this afternoon in| have provided for them the means of 
speakingto you of things concerning the | escape. And we are constrained to 
kingdom of God. Lon are interested in think that the preaching was very 
understanding the nature of the com- | strange to that generation, from the 
munications which God has made, and | fact that so few believed it, and so 
will continue to make and you will many were ‘overwhelmed in conse- 
understand from the . remarks of | quence of their unbelief. : 
Elder Wheelwright, the position we The doctrines which Christ and his 


take in regard to obtaining instruc. | Apostles presented were strange to 


ctions from our heavenly Father, that generation, so strange that the 
which is totally different to that people generally were disposed to 
taken by the Christian sects and | ridicnle them, and to treat the efforts 
preachers of the present day. of the Apostles with contempt. So 
Our doctrine is strange, our hopes strange were the so-called pretensions 
are strange to those who have been of Jesus and his Apostles, that men 
unaccustomed to inspect them, and | considered them as blasphemers and 
we tind some difficulty in endeavoring | wicked men, for pretending that such 
to instruct our friends who are pleas power as they oo ded for existed 
to come to our meetings, in conse- in men; 30 strang4 were they consi - 
of their peculiarity. The in- | dered that the inhabitants arose agains 
uctions: which Noah gave seemed | the Apostles and against, Jesus a 
strange to that generation. No doubt | different times and in different places 
it seemed very remarkable that the and so strong became the spirit o 
Tord should, in that age of the world, persecution, that it led nitimately to 
dnstruct his servants to;build an ark, the,crucifixion of Jesus, the founder 
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of what is understood to be the 
Christian faith. Notwithstanding the 
peculiarity of the doctrines that Jesus 
and his Apostles introduced and pro- 
claimed so extensively, they were true, 
and I believe there is not a Christian 
man or woman living at the present 


time but is willing to acknowledge | 


that the doctrines which Christ and 
his Apostles preached, were doctrines 
calculated to benefit and. bless the 

ople whe received them, and I be- 
— it is conceded that all those who 
rejected those strange and peculiar 
doctrines incurred the wrath and dis. 
pleasure of the Almighty, whose will 
we wish to understand, whose laws we 
desire to keep, if we are honest Chris- 
tians, truth seekers, that we might be 

rtakers of his blessings and glory 
in the future. 4 

These considerations lead us to this 
conclusion, if we are wise, thatit is 
not safe for us to rejeet a doctrine in 
consequence of its singularity. Re- 
flection on the circumstances. which 
transpired in the days of Jesus Christ 
should lead us to be very cautious and 
very wise, and should prevent a hasty 
determination against a doctrine in 
consequence of its being to us so 
strange, lest we should be like the 
people in the days of Noah, and also 
those who rejected Obrist, who refused 
to accept his offer for the purpose of 
bringing them to a knowledge of him 
self and to be partakers of his diviue 
power. But the question of course 
might arise in the mind of an enquiring 
person to the effect, Would it be 
safe to accept a doctrine because of 
its strangeness?” Certainly not. All 
we ask is that our friends might listen 
to our words with patience, that they 
might exercise faith, a faith charitable 
in its nature, and listen with that 
attention which the importance of the 
subject before us, namely, true reli- 
gion, demands. If we speak not 
according to the light that the Bible 


gives, if we speak not according to. 


the law and the testimony, then there 
is no light in us, and there is no 
obligation resting upon any soul who 
hears. But we ay there is a variety 
of doctrines présented: at the present 
time by professing Christians, pur- 

rting to be ‘those contained in this 
E record, that are conflicting in 
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their nature, so much so that it is 
perplexing to honest investigators as 
to what conclusion they are justified 
in coming to in regard to what God 
wishes his sons and daughters on the 
earth to accept and practice. 

We do not, beloved friends, take 
the position that we have ourselves 
discovered a more pérfect faith. We 
do not say that any light which we are 
prepared, with the help of God, to 
shed forth with regard to the true. 
religion, has originated within us as 
men. We do not pretend that our 
own wisdom exceeds the wisdom of 
tens of thousands; yea millions of our 
fellow beings that live at the present 
time; but we say that we appear 
before you as messengers, whom God 
has sent for the purpose of declaring * 
unto you the ancient gospel, in all its 
purity, its plainness and simplicity, ¢ 
being perfectly adapted to the wantsof 
the present generation. We say that 
had we been left to find out, by our 
own wisdom, the things of God, we 
would at present have been groping in 
the dark aud could not therefore be in 
a position to present to any living 
soul any thing belonging to the work 
of God established for the salvation of 
men. But we come as men sent as 
they were sent anciently, men not pre- 
pared according to the practices of the: 
world, but bearing the authority of 
God to preach again the old principles 
that were taught by Jesus and bis 
apostles, whilst they lived, so that our 
doctrines, strange as they may appear 
at first sight, are not new—they are 
the old doctrines. The system we 
endeavor to preach is the old system 
in its perfection. The order of the 
doctrines of the house of God is the 
same as that that was presented by 
inspired men in ancient times. The 
purposes. in view in accepting the 
ordinances of the house of God are 
the same to-day as they were formerly; 
therefore we ask you to assist your- 
selves and obtain greater satisfaction 
from the Scriptures. We teach the 
same doctrine, we teach the necessity 
of the same divine pewer and author- 
ity. We teach the consistency of 
expecting the existence of the power 
that characterited. the preaching in 
ancient times, so that, in a word, we 
come to you as the messengers of the 


t 
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_proclaims. 
this kind existing. Ik this man 
teaches anything opposed to the creed 
of my fathers, or anything opposed to 
the customs of the church with which 
I have been connected, I cannot re- 
_@eive it.” Now this is wrong and a 
reference to the past will shew how 
dangerous such a position is. ed. 
No, the Scribes and Pharisees and 
those who were earnest enough, that 
_ Were anxious, to all appearances, for 
they 
seemed to confirm the 
purpose, I say even these wise men did 
A very wrong thing in rejecting the 
message Jesus sent because that mes- | 
age was in.conflict with their faith. 
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same God that sent the ancient teach- | we ‘take ö che ‘doctrined of the Saints 


ers of the true faith to teach the faith 
that they expounded, to ‘administer 
the same ordinances that they admin- 
istered for the self. same purpose and 
in the name and by the power of the 
Well, what were the principles 
taught by Jesus and his apostles? 
ave we now before us an understand- 
ing of what God desired when he sent 
Jeaus and his apostles to preach ? 
We wish, I presume, to be true Chris- 
tians, to be meek and lowly followers 
of the Lord Jesus. I presume this is 
the desire of every honest hearted 
Christian who takes an intereat in 
what the Bible teaches. If this is the 
ae we should not be hasty in coming 
to a decision as to what may appear 
strange either as to the nature of the 
doctrine or the extent of the power 
that seems connected with the revela- 
tion of the new faith. We should 
say, let God be true”—‘‘let us 
understand his wishes ; let us be made 
acquainted with his ways, and we will 
de prepared to cast from us every 
vestige of feeling, the effect of pre- 


-judice that has been entailed upon us 


rhaps through the teachings of our 


fathers, and accept, with open hearts, 
the principles of everlasting life.” 


And unless we are prepared to say 
‘this, then I say we are not prepared 


to examine liberally enough, in our 
‘eelings, the conditions which God 


There is an impression of 


works that 


erformed many 
of their 


preaching to you, to-dsy, the dodtrines 
a of the Latter-day Saints, I wish ‘to 
presah the doctrines of the Bible. Tt 


believers can desire. 


called A 


alem until 


da qualify them ‘to’ carry out the 
he com 


without reference to the Bible it may 
be doubted ad to whether 
they are Bible doctrines ; whereas it 
we teach what the Bible teaches id 
atiswers the same purpose and the: 
proof is here, all the proof that Bible 


Jesus tells us that he wassent by his 
Father (John xii. 49), and we accept 
him as the source of divine assistance. 
Jesus says to the Apostles whom he 
called to assist him in the work of the 
ministry, ‘‘As my Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you” (John xx. 21). 
He says also, But go rather to the 
lost sheep of the House of Israel, ‘aud 
as you go, preach, saying: The kiny- 
dom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. x. 
6—7). Again, after his resurrectio:, 
he says, to the disciples, ‘“Go ye into 
all the world and Ae the Gospel (o 
every creature” (Mark xvi. 15); The 
first mission seems to have been re- 
stricted, for they were not to enter 
into the cities of the Samaritans ; but 
the later commission embraced every 
creature. Says Jesus, Go and preach 


the Gospel to every creature, he that 


believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved, but he that believeth not shall 


bo damned. And, these signs shall 
follow them that believe,” etc. ( Mark 


xvi. 15--17.) We have in these quo- 
tations the following facts: Jesus was 
sent from heaven for the purpose of 
establishing upon the earth a true faith. 
He called to his assistance twelve men 

tles,” whom he ordained 
to that calling, and he commissioned 


them as he himself had been sent, for 
the purpose of proclaiming that Gospel 


which he eventually established. So 
he says to the Apostles; after he had 
commissioned them, Tarry at Jeru- 

* are endued with power 
from on high” (Luke xxiv. 49). They 
were to ‘* preach the Gospel to every 


creature,” but to tarry first at Jeruss- 


lem until fully qualified. How perfect 
and clear the arrangement ! Jesus was 


sent, and as he received authority:2o 


ave he authority to the Apestles; . 
ut, in addition to the commission; he 


told them to tarry at Jerusalem until 


they received power from on high. A 
power, it seemed, which was nenne 


_* 
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commissioned them to do. 
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of the Acts of the Apostles, a plain| the instructions that are contained 
History of how were assembled in within the lids of this boon. 
an upper room at Jerusalem, and the Be it understood, my beloved 
power of God came upon them as a friends, that this great multitude who 
mighty, rushing wind, and it sat beat had assembled in Jerusalem on the 
them as cloven tongues of fire; and, | day of Pentecost, of which we have 
by its power, they were able to speak | information in the second chapter of 
to the assembled multitude, on the day | the Acts of the Apostles, were & peo- 
of Pentecost, and each man heard the | ple who had no faith in Christ. They 
Gospel in his own ͤ language. How were a people who had looked upon 
remarkable an exhibition of the power | Jesus as an impostor. There were 
of God! The Holy Ghost, the Com- those who accused him of being a 
forter which Jesus had promised, came | sinner, a companion of sinners, a very 
upon them and enabled them to preach | wicked. person. There were those 
to a people that had gathered from all who said of Jesus, when, by the 
the regions round about. power of his father, he cast: out evil 
Now, we find at this time, that the spirits, that he did these things by the 
‘Apostles were perfectly prepared to power of the devil. They were a. 
‘execute the work which had been com- people who exercised their inflnence 
mitted to them, for they were endued | in favor of the imprisonment of Jesus 
with power from on high, prepared to | and those measures which eventually 
tand up before a great congregation | led to his crucifixion. So the first 
‘of people, and declare the message of | work that Peter undertook to do at 
Christ. . that time was to convince them that 
5« Here is a point which, perhaps, it Jesus was the Christ, and, it seems, he 
would be well to impress upon our succeeded. How can we doubt it! If 
‘minds: The Apostles were sent by | a man commissioned by divine author- 
ity, a man upon whom the power of 
God rested, stood up before a multi- 
‘tude and failed to convince them of 
their error, then I say there must b 
something wrong. But Peter did 
succeed, by the power and gift of God, 
and he showed to them, by reasoning 
most powerfully, under the influence 
of the Spirit of God, that Jesus whom 
they had crucified was really the 
Christ. And, when they were con- 
vinced of this, they felt pricked in 
their hearts, or, in other words, their 
consciences smote them. They felt 
the accuser within them, upbraiding 
them for having lifted up their voices, 
and perhaps lent their physical help to 
crucify Jesus, and gave vent to their 
feelings by saying, ‘‘men and breth- 
ren what shall we do?” In the agony 
of their souls, which was caused b 
-conviction and which is 
the hearts of honest men, convinced 
of sin, they called out to ‘the 
Apostles men and brethren what 
shall we do?” What & momentous 
the Gospel, |.question | How important fer them! 
who give theiz-pevate interpretations, | How important to them the answer! 
the word of God (2 Peter i. 


“¥ou-will read in the second a an our course in life is guided strictly by 
in 


bidden. in | under circumstances 30 poculiar, and 
20). We in which they were so deeply interest- 


cannot surely err or displease God, if ed. Now an opportunity was afforded 
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fharch 2 of Latter-dky 


ad 
Jesus we bebaitén- 
sd, every ot vou; forthe remissiin 


Saints: To eve soul who believes in 


of sind. and ye'shall:réceive the. Hely 
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BOOK oF ABRAHAM—ITS GER INE. 


BY ELDER. GEORGE REYNOLDS, ox $2 °% 


— FROM PAGB 15 
other hand, confirms the veracity of 


CHAP. II. 


The testimony of Paul. His ministry 
God’s covenant 


in Ur and Haran. 
with him based on the Gospel. 


Paul, the Apos 
Galatians writes: 


5 the heathen through faith, 
preachéd before the Gospel unto Abra- 


am, saying, in thee shall all nations 


‘be blessed.”” The record of the cove- 
‘nant made by the Almighty, contained 


“in the Book of Genesis, conveys no in - 


‘timation that the promise that in 
Abraham all the families of the earth 
should be blessed, was in any way con- 
‘nected with the preaching of the Gus- 
pel; we must, therefore, conclude that 
the Apostle quoted from some other 
authority, or that the Book of Genesis, 
as handed down to us in the Bible, has 
been mutilated or abridged. It is quite 
possible that both views are correct. 


Paul had unquestionably other sources 


ot information with regard to God's 
dealings with the father of the faithful, 
than those possessed by modern Christ- 


endom, it is also exgeedingly probable 


that the early Scriptures have not been 
handed down to us in their intirety. 


No matter, this does not affect the sub- 
Jeet under consideration, the point to 
which we desire to draw attention is, 
that the book of Abraham sustains the 
Apostle's ng that the covenant 
was based upon the preaching of the 
Paul's on the 


Goapel, whi 


tler in his Epistle to 
And the 
Scripture foreseeing that God would 


Abraham’s record. 

The covenant, as given by the latter, 
is as follow: And the Lord appear- 
ed unto me, and said unto me, arise 


and take Lot with thee, for I hase 


oe to take thee away out of 
ran, and to make of thee.a minister 
to bear my name in a strange land 
‘which I will give unto thy seed.after 
thee for an everlasting possession when 
they hearken to my voice. For Lam 
the Lord thy God ;,I.dwell in heaven, 
the earth is my footstool ;.I stretch my 
hand over the sea,.. aud it obeys my 
voice ; I cause the wind and the. to 
be my chariot; I say to the mountains, 

depart hence, and behold they are 

taken away by a whirlwind, in an in- 
stant, suddenly. My name in Jehovah; 

and I know the end from the begin- 


thee, and I will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless thee above 
measure, and make thy namo great 
among all nations, and thou shalt. be a 
blessing unto thy seed after thee, that 
in their hands they shall bear this min- 
istry and Priesthood unto all nations; 
and Iwill bless themthrongh thy name: 
for as many as receive this Gospel 
shall be. called after thy name, and 
‘shall be accounted thy seed, and shall 
rise up and bless thee, as their father ; 
and I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse them that curse thee ;- and 
in thee (that is, in thy priesthood). and 
thy seed (that is, thy priesthood), for 
I give.unto thee a promise that this 


right shall continue in thee, and in thy 
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ning, therefore my hand shall be over 
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—— — 
for the application of the Gospel that 10 
God had sent to save sinners ; 
Peter said, Repent, every one 
| you, and be baptized, in the name 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, 
and you shall receive the gift of the | Ghost.” Tiff is “strange 
Holy Ghost.” | but it is asortptural one 
. Now, this is the doctrine of the unt | 
UINENESS ESTABLISHED. 
| 


after thee(that:-is to say. the lite- 
ral or seed of the body), shall all 
the families of the earth. be blessed, | from 


zen the blessings of the Gospel, which 

are the blessings of salyation, even of 
life eternal.“ 

We would here ask, what. salvation 


could be brought to the heathen, how 


could they be justified through faith 
‘by the preaching of the Gospel to 
Abrahan, if power and authority were 
Mot giver hime preavh its glad tidings? 
and again, how could they be benefited 


thereby if he did not s#vail himself of 


the privilege thus given of becoming 
a preacher of righteou ito his fello 
man ? 
reasonable to suppose that he, who was 
to be father of that:race in whom all 
the families ef the earth were to be 
: blessed by the preaching of God's word, 
wonld not himself be a type of what 
such messengers of salvation should 
be? Is it supposable he would hold 
‘his: peace and leave the work of regen- 
gration entirely to his posterity, when 
it was promised that through the eter- 
nal traths revealed to him all mankind 
“should regain the presence of their 
God? We think not, and further, we 
imagine that this record would lack 
‘ consistency if some reference was not 
made to his ministry and labors. And 
‘several such references we actually 
* find, more or less direct and conclusive, 
with regard to his ‘acts as a priest of 
the Most High. In fact the whole of 
his ‘writings are pervaded with this 
‘ spirit and are full of his anxieties to be 
a preacher of truth and righteousness. 
The — paragraph of his book 
“abounds with this feeling, indeed it 
ocntains nothing else: he writes find - 
ing there was greater happiness and 
1233 aud rest for me, I sought for the 
blessings of the fathers, and the right 
whereunto I should be ordained to ad- 
“minister the same, having been myself 
n follower of righteousness, desiring 
also ta be one who 
knowledge and to be a greater follower 
of righteousness, to possess a 


greater knowledge, and to be a father. 


of many nations, a prince of peace ; 
and desiring to receive instructions, 
and to keep the sommaudments of God, 
became’ rightful.:heir,* a High 


* Abraham, in another place, states that | fy) heir 


» 


Furthermore, we ask, is it 


ed great. 


88 SATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


| Frieet, holding the right belonging to 
fathers, it was confirmed upon me 
from the fathers; . en yr 
sought for mine appointment unto the 
Priesthood according to the appoint- 
ment of God unto the fathers oonoern- 
ing the seed.” After the attempt of 
the priest of Pharaoh to take his life, 
the — tells him, ‘‘ Behold LI 
will lead thee by the hand, and I will 
take thee to put upon thee my name, 
even the Priesthood of thy father, and 
my power shall be over thee. As it 
“was with Noah so shall it be with thee 
that through thy ministry my name 
shall be known in the earth for ever, 
for Iam thy God.” Still further on 
the Lord says: ‘‘I have purposed to 
take thee away out of Haran and to 
make of thee a minister to bear my 
name in a strange land.” Not only in 
Canaan was he to be a messenger of 
God’s word, but the Almighty after- 
wards tells him, I shew these things 
unto thee before ye go down into 
Eeypt, that ye may declare all these 
words. 
Thus, we find that Abraham having 
sought for the privilege of becoming 
a preacher of righteousness, in answer 
to his desire the priesthood was given 
to him with the command to magnify 
it. It is not probable that such a man 
would fail in the hour of action. The 
friend of God and father of the faith- 
ful was one who knew no such word 
as fail,” in carrying out heaven’s 
commands. That he did proclaim the 
law of the Lord wherever he went, is 
evidenced by his statement that in 
his youthful home in Ur, his kinsfolk 
utterly refused to hearken to his voice. 
So earnest did he become in his advo- 
-eacy of the truth, that his death was 
decided upon even by his. father, and 
he did not flinch from the issue, but 
the angel of God resoned him from the 
sacrificial altar; bia work was not yet 
done. In another place he states, I 
took the souls that we had won in 
Haran and came forth in the way of 


the land of Oanaan.”. We shall pre- 

sently discover by outside. testimony 

10 rds of the fathers, even the Patri- 

my 

hands.” By this means, amongst others 

he no doubt learned that he was “a right 
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that his ministrations were not alone 
confined to Ur and Haran. 

We feel fully persuaded that Abra- 
ham was not only great in his unflinch- 
ing integrity and his unswerving faith, 
but he was also great as a leader of 
men—he commanded his children and 
hia 

reacher of the divine word. We 


hold this opinion from the fact that 


his power in these directions is fre- 
quently referred to by ancient writers 
and because the effects of the preach- 
ing of God’s holy word can be traced 
in Gospel ideas mixed with the fol- 
lies of heathenism in the mythology 


and religions of almost every leading | pass 


Nation of antiquity. | 
We have shown from the Book of 

Abraham, that in early life the Patri- 
arch desired to become a preacher of 


righteousness, that God.conferred the 


[To BE CONTINUED. | 
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Priesthood upon him in answer to his 
desires, and commanded him to pro- 
claim the truths He revealed, and 
furthermore, that Abraham joyously 
fulfilled hiscommand. It is not to be 
supposed that strangers could tell the 


world much about Abraham’s desires, 


household after him—and as «| or the Lord's covenants with him, but 


we can substantiate, from a multitude 
of sonrces, that as a preacher of righ- 
teousness the Patriarch has left his 


mark indelibly inscribed on the histo 


of the world. That indeed as G 
promised so He has fulfilled and has 
made Abraham’s ‘‘ name great among 
all nations,” and has also brought to 
His gracious promise Through 
thy (Abraham’s) ministry my name 
shall be known in the earth for ever.” 

To prove this will be our pleasure 
in the succeeding chapters. 


GEMS. 


Bap Couraxr.— Did you ever touch 
fingers, so that you could not get rid of it 
His foul words and deeds may defile your mind and soul, ‘so 


that you never can wash out the black stain. 
Some one, speaking of New Year’s presents, says : 


companion. 


— and find that it stuck to your 
or days? Such is the influence of a 


The best thing to give 


poet enemy is forgiveness ; to your opponent, tolerance; to a friend your 
eart ; to your children, a good example; to your father, deference ; to your 
mother, love ; to yourself, respect ; to all men, charity ; to God, obedience. 


Just as a pebble dropped into a pond will cause a swell to pass over the 


_ whole surface of the water, so the personal influence of the individual will be 
felt in society, extending to an incredible distance. If, therefore, the success 
of or disaster to the individuals is felt by society, that which tends to improve 
his condition, morally, intellectually, or financially, contributes also to the 


general good, preduciug prosperity. 


It is better that men should soon make up their minds to be forgotten, and 


look ubovt them or within them for some higher motive in what they do than 
the approbation of men, which is Fame; namely, their duty; they should be 
copstantly and quietly at work, each in his sphere, 23 of effects, and 


leaving their fame to take care of itself. 


ame comes only when 


deserved, and then is as inevitable as destiny, for it is destiny.— Longfellow, 
Do instantly whatever is to be done; take the hours of reflection or recrea- 


tion after business and never before it. 


When a regiment is under march, the 


rear is often threwn into confusion because the front does not move steadily 


and without interruption. 


If that which is first in hand is not instantly 


_ pteadily, and regularly despatched, other things accumulate behind, unti 
affairs begin to press all at once and no human brain can stand the confusion. 


Pray mind this—it is one of your weak points, a habit of mind that is very apt 


to beset men of intellect and talents, especially when their time is not filled u 


regularly, but is left to their own arrangement. 
limiting, if it does not destroy, the power of manly and 


the oak, and ends by 
necessary exertion, 


But it is like the ivy roun 
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‘MONDAY, JANUARY 20, 1879. 


4 MA RVELOUS WORK, 
| 
In the present number of the Sranx our 8 will observe a sonleuwelietion 
from Brother George Reynolds, in which he makes brief mention of facts 
manifesting the salutary influence of the Gospel upon some bodies of Ameri-. 
can Indians that have enlisted under its banner. There is something very 
marvelous about this movement among that people. Those familiar with the 
contents of the Book of Mormon are aware that they are the descendants of 
the ancient inhabitants of the American continent, whose history is given, in 
@ compendious form, in that inspired record. The progenitors of the Indians 
were a highly cultivated and civilized people, and, at difierent times, enjoyed 
the ministrations of prophets and apostles. Some of those holy men saw, by 
the power of faith, that their descendants would dwindle in unbelief, 
through great siskedness and ‘abominations, become a dark and loathseme 
people, and, in accordance with a decree, recorded in the Book of Mormon, 
to the effect that any people who lived on that land should be righteous, or 
they would be utterly swept away, when fully ripe in sin, were liable to 
_ become extinct. In consequence the fathers obtained, from God, through faith 
and prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ, a promise, from Him, that their 
- descendants should not all be destroyed, but that a remnant should be spared. 
‘ Also that a record which should be kept from generation to generation, and 
54 finally hid up. should be brought forth, by the power of God, to the Gentiles 
on the American Continent, in the latter days, and by them carried to the 
remnant. That record is the Book of Mormon, which was brought forth, 
according to the covenant made‘with the fathers, through the instrumentality _ 
of the Prophet Joseph Smith. We quote from page 108, the words of Nephi: 
And now I would prophesy somewhat mere concerning the Jews and 
the Gentiles, For after the book of which I have spoken (Book of 
: Mormon) shall come forth, and be written unto the Gentiles, and sealed up 
. again unto the Lord, there shall be many which shall believe the words which 
are written; and they shall carry them forth unto the remnant of our seed 
And then shall the remnant’ of our seed know concerning us, how that we 
- came out from Jerusalem, and that they are descendants of the Jews. And 
the Gospel of Jeaus Christ shall be declared among them; wherefore they 
shall be restored unto the knowledge of their fathers, and alae to the know- 
ledge of Jesus Christ, which was had among their fathers, and then shall they 
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_ Fejoice, fon they shall know that it is a blessing unto them from the hand of 
God); and their scales of darkness shall begin to fall from their eyes: and 


* 
‘ * 


many generations shall not pass away among them, save they shall become a 


white and delightsome people.“ 
These words have ee a most ‘literal fulfillment. In the first place, 
many have believed ‘tthe words which are written,” the tens of thousands of 


. Latter-day Sainte who have accepted the Book of Mormon as an authentic 


= 


record bearing ample witness to that fact. This prophecy was uttered over two 


thousand years ago, and yet the facts it incorporates are as plain as if penned 


. subsequent to their accomplishment. The skeptic may say he does not believe 
in the ancient character of the record, and therefore of the prophecy ; but 
that it originated with Joseph Smith. That would not make the position of 
the unbeliever much more tenable, as it would be merely shifting the prophetic 


gift to other shoulders, for the Book of Mormon was published before the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was organized, and consequently 


before Joseph Smith could possibly have known, by ordinary natural means, 
that many would believe the words of the book. 


But, to the other portion of the prediction. The book or history has been 


carried to the remnant, by the Gentiles. From shortly subsequent to the 
organization of the Church a good deal of missionary labor has been perform- 


ed by the Elders among the Lamanites, in the hope of, bringing them to a 


knowledge of the gospel. But all efforts to penetrate their darkened minds 


appeared entirely futile. The message appeared to fall upon ears of stone. 
BVBuidently the time, in the providence of the Almighty, for that race, who had 


. fallen so low in the scale of being, to accept of the knowledge that was had 
among their fathers had not arrived. 


Suddenly, however, as the sun bresks over the eastern horizon, dispelling 


4 the gloom of night, a light broke forth among them. Without effort or 


4 influence from any human source they came forward in large numbers, declaring 
that they had recsived heavenly visitations, indicating plainly to them that 


thi they must go to the Elders of the Church, be baptized by them, by immersion, 
in water, for the remission of sins, to forsake their evil and idle habits and seek 
tor the counsel of the servants of God. The applications for baptism and 
instruction were first made to Elder George H. Hill, of Ogden, and Elder W. 
H. Lee, of Grantsville, as many as three hundred waiting upon the former at 


one time. The movement appeared to be simultaneous in many places, east, 


west, north and south. It commenced five years ago last summer and has 


| e, with steady increase trom that time till now, probably from 5,000 
do 6,000 naving been baptized. 


This i is essentially a gathering dispensation, as witness the yearly flocking to 


* the west of multitudes of Latter-day Saints from the decaying nations of 


Babylon. After a person receives the Gospel, through faith, repentance, bap- 


tism and reception of the Holy Ghost, among the very first subsequent 
_ impressions of the spirit is to gather with the body of the Church. Woe to 
him who quenches the solemn admonition. The poor, abused and trampled 
Lamanites were no exception to this rule. Indeed, had they been merely bap- 
tied and continued in their old method of wandering about as vagabonds, the 
movement among them would not have been s0 wonderfal. But 
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those of them who appeared really i in earnest, stated that they ‘wanted to 
reform ia their conduct. _They wished to UF together, be industrions and 
take on the customs of civilization. In this laudable feeling they were en 
raged. Large farms were established, one in Malad Valley, northern tkh, 
another near Deep Creek, in the west, and a third ip Thistle Valley in the 
south. Elders were appointed to direct their labors and aid them in every 
necessary way, and we are pleased to notice, by the communication of Brother 
Reynolds, that they are making commendable and encouraging progress. 
The change in them is so sudden as to be phenomenal. The movement is. 
one of the wonders of the age. We doubt if it has a parallel in the annals of 
sacred or secular history. We are not aware of any prophecy being more 
_ literally fulfilled than the one quoted in this article. They have received the 
record as the history of their fathers ; they are being restored to the knowledge 
that was had among their fathers, and even unbelievers must admit, in view of 
the reformatory movement among them, that the scales of darkness are falling 
from their eyes. In reference to their knowing that ‘‘it is a blessing from 
God,” we have their own declarations on that point. About two years ago a. 
delegation of influential men of the Navajoe nation, from Arizona, visited Salt 
Lake City, They were met by the brother of Joe, the chief mentioned by- 
brother Reynolds, and a number of his tribe. On that occasion Joe's men bore: 
testimony, to the Navajoe delegation, to the truth of the Gospel, . that 
it was a blessing from the hand of God. : 
This great movement will accumulate in dimensions and ites as it rolls: 
God has commenced to fulfill upon the heads of the children the covenants he 
made with the fathers. There has been much doubt as to the fulfillment of 
the Book of Mormon predictions in reference to the Indians, but those misgiv- 
ings are being dispelled by the developments of the wonderful purposes of 
Jehovah, who bringeth to pass all things pertaining to his: work in his own due 
time, The reason why the record, or engraved plates, was kept hid up and 
brought forth was that it might be communicated to this remnant of Jacob. It 
is promised that ‘‘not many generations shall pass away save they shall 
become a white and delightsome people.” This emancipation from degradation 
will be a work of time. The present benighted and dark condition of this race 
is the production of apostacy, and wicked and abominable practices. The great. 
change that will cause them to emerge from under the ban of such effects will 
be a gradual revolution in their course of conduct. The enlightening and 
purifying process operates through the adoption of righteous and holy prinoi- 
ples, opposite causes producing counter results. 


The Book of Mormon is one of the most precious . ever laid open to 
the persual of mankind, No Latter-day Saint who does not make himself 
familiar with ite pages can possibly understand, in any degree of completeness, 
the great and marvelous work of the last days. In a revelation given through 
Joseph the Prophet (Doc. C ov., page 259, American edition), the Lord expres- 
ses great displeasure with the Sainte because of not giving more attention to 
the Book of Mormon., “ ‘And they sh all remain under this condemnation until 
they repent and, remember the new covenant, even the Book’ of Mormob, and 
the former commandments which | I have given them.” It is a matter of regret 
that the supply of that precious volume in this Mission has been scarcely equal 
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te. the some ‘We. at resent, a of 
copie, which can be obtained by those who wish them. The study of that 
‘ reeord is, in view of the n. * * of its un of special 
at this time. 

With every faithful Laben Saint, we. N in seeing the _Prophetio 
ban ef the Book of Mormon receive a complete verification. Although 
there are innumerable external evidences of the validity of ita claims to being 
an authentio history, the absolute and detailed fulfillment of its prophecies is 
an internal proof of its inspirational character that is not susceptible of being 
oontroverted. 


NOTES. 

On Saturday, Jan. 11th, Elder Edward Brain left Liverpool for Utah on the 
S. S. Montana. He arrived in this country Nov. 30th, on a visit to his rela- 
tives. We wish him a pleasant journey home. 

— “Oo Saturday, Jan. 10th, a railroad bridge, near Adrianople, Turkey, 
gave way, precipitating a train into the River Ardal. A Russian General, 
_ several officers and 200 soldiers were killed. , 

We learn, by letter from President’John Taylor, that a a party of 
_ Missionaries for this country were expected to leave Salt Lake City tor 
Liverpool, on Jan. 6th. — will parents reach here about the end of the 


present week. 

— Elder E. N. Melntyre ‘inten us he has received a letter from brother 
James G. Bleak, clerk of St: George Temple. It gives the following statement 
of what has been done in that edifice from the time of opening, Jan. 9, 1877, 
to Nov. 30, 1878: Baptisms for the dead, 50, 724; Endowments, 26, 326. 
— At midnight on Monday, Jan. 13th, a dreadful calamity cccurred in 
the Dinas Colliery, Rhondda Valley, South Wales. A terrific report warned 
the people above ground that an explosion had occurred in the pit, and 
furnished the death knell of about sixty workmen. The present year has 
gommenced early to furnish her catalogue of calamities. : 

— We direot attention to the advertisement, in the present number of 
the Star, for a dyer of woolen goods. Utah is making steady progress in 
many branches of home manufacture, Foremost among’ the usefal industries 
is the making of woolen cloths. It is desirable that the best skill and experi- 

ence should be obtained, and the endeavors of the community to reach a 
thoroughly independent and self-sustaining positioum in material affairs. If 
there is a good dyer among the Saints, we ‘hope he will respond. | 
— We were recently carried back, in our mind’s eye,” pana sixty-two 
( years. By courtesy of our Mr. Davies, we were permitted to peruse a copy of 
the London Times of Nov. 13, 1817. In comparison with the’ present era of 
- advancement, it seemed, although the period i is but brief, like taking a leap 
into another world, or at least another country. The issue is in mourning for 
the death of the Princess Charlotte of Wales, the news of which was being 
conveyed from city to city by post horse. It contains an article, anti-American 
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in sentiment, in relation toa and Spain, grow - 
ing out of a dispute between the latter nation and her American colonies. 
The celebrated composer, Beethoven, then 50 years old and living at Vienna, 
receives a eulogism for his transcendant ability and sterling independence of 
character. The sentence to death of John Johnson and Joshua Williams, at 
Dover, for uttering forged notes on the Margate Bank, is recorded. The 
County of Norfolk had just passed a law denominating’ gipeies as rogues and 
vagabonds, and making them liable to imprisonment and whipping, wherever 
found. A caustic but sensible correspondent, signing himself Old Church- | 
man,“ goes after thé Methodists with a sharp stick for their absurd doctrine 
of supposing that the worst of criminals can leap from the scaffold into the 
presence of the Creator and be saved, by the mere act of belief in the Savior 
at the last moment. He cites the cases of a couple of brothers, David and 


James Ashcroft, murderers and Methodists of Manchester, as instances of the 


fallacy. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
—0— 
Bnieror.— President E. W. Molntyre wrote from Bristol, Jan. 13, 1879: 


Brother Majors and myself held good meetings yesterday. The Saints are 
feeling well, considering circumstances, most of them being. out of employ- 


ment.“ 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


| Salt Lake 24 1058 
Dear Brother Nicholson. 

Knowing the great interest you take 
in the progress of the work of God 

among the remnants of Lehi, I am 
pleased to be able to inform you that 
the Indians of Joe’s band, in Thistle. 
Valley, are doing admirably, An 
abundant harvest crowned their labors 
this season, and they decided they 
would pay their Tithing. President 


Oanute Peterson visited them a few 


days ago, selected the spot for a 
_ Tithing store, and, with a little mis- 

sionary help, they had the building 
oereoted in a few days. Some of their 
number now act as teachers, vi visiting 
and counseling their fellows like their 
white 1 Others have been 
called to learn trades; to be car - 
penters, blacksmiths, ‘ete., which call 
they answered manfully, and we trust, 


known 5 all their associates as 
„Blacksmith and Carpenter.“ 
The Indians on the Malad farm are 
also doing well. A large, well built 
school and meeting house has been 
erected there, as well as a number of 
others for the Indians to dwell in. 
These latter, seeing the interest that 
is being taken in their welfare, are 


growing in faith and good works, and 
all who possibly can will * houses 


of their own next summer. 
God bless you, | 
Rrrvorbs. 


Jan. Ilch, 1879, 


President Budge. 


Dear Brother, tines my return on 
the 27th Dec. I have been busy travel- 
ing; visiting with and ‘preaching to the 
Saints and many others. There is quite 
a lively manifested and much 


by these means, they will soon be inquiry after the rinciples of the 

independent of outside help. The} Gospel. The Saints generally feel 
rest of the tribe qi took up the | well and many are striving‘ hard to 
Ades, 
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before that the valleys of the moun- 
tains is the promised land and home 
of the Saints. When I contrast their 
condition and surreunding privileges 
and blessings with what I have seen 
since I left ‘home I can but.exclaim, 
great is the work of God and numer- 
ous are the blessings he is bestowing 
upon his people. How different it is 
te- day with those who have gathered 
with the Saints and been faithful to 
the truth and those who have tarned 
and clung to the world. I feel like. 
trying to do what I can in my humble 
way to remove the prejudice that 
exists against the work of God and 
win a few honest souls to receive and 
acknowledge this work. 

The weather is very cold and dis- 
agreeable, and there are but few 
places to preach in. But as soon as the 
weather is better, IJexpect to do more. 
Quite a few are believing, and will 
baptized in due time. 

Your brother in the Gospel, 
B. 


é 


_ Lerwick, Shetland Islands, 
errs Jan. 13, 1879. 
President William Budge, | 4 
Dear Brother, — The mail steamer 
arrived here early this morning, which 
was due on Saturday evening. The 
cause of the delay was stormy weather. 
During the past week I have visited 
in three different localities of this 
town, distributing and exchanging 
tracts... As yet I have failed to fin 
any who seem to comprehend or appre- 
ciate the truth of our message. It 
seems like awaking them from’ the 
accumulated stupor of ages. And 
those who think at all seem to be. 
aroused to fight for dear old mother 
tradition. They bave slept so long 
without the kindly administrations of 
heavenly messengers, that they cannot 
grasp the idea of its being possible in 
our day. Mostly all met with belong 
to some one of the eight churches in 
‘this little town, which have been 
‘introduced’ and sustained by. wealth 
‘and worldly influence, and 80 inter- 
Woven with their social organism as a 
community, that the very proposition 
ok anything in the least varying from 
the beaten track, is very frequently | 
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myself e ever I did 


be 4 


as seemeth Him good. 
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uit Dy En 
received as the arrow of an enemy. 
This was to be more or less anticipated 
among a people so secluded from the 
progressive movements and reforms 
which create enquiry and give appetite . 
to digest principles of truth when 
presented. The different creeds of 
men do not seem to cause a ripple on 
the placid security of ages It re- 
quires the august testimony of im- 
mediate revelation from God, that 
ancient Prophets and Apostles are 
visiting men, giving instructions and 
power to administer in ordinances of 
salvation, and set up a kingdom of 
God on the earth, to arouse the ire of 
the bigot, and set Babylon howling, 
for her craft in danger. I had 
thought my movements mild, cautious, 
forbearing with the prejudices of the 
people, bat yesterday I met with an 
element hot and boiling over. I find 
that my tracts lent eut have been 
traveling from one to another, and. 
mobbing, etc., is on the wing; but 


there is a God in heaven, who re- 


straineth, raiseth up and casteth down 
I earnestly 
pray for wisdom. With this in my 
movements I fear not the issue. : 
Will you kindly forward me a few 
tracts, Only Way to be Saved, by 
return, as I am short of exchanges. 
We are having a very severe winter 
all travel with other parts of the island 
is blockaded with snow. There has 
been no such winter for the last forty 
years, so said. This must be a pretty 
little ere in ae when its hi 
are covered with luxurious grasses 
the richness of which makes the wool 
famous for its fineness, and hence 
their hosiery, sought after throughout 
Scotland. None of the hills are very 
high, and they are so much indented 
with far- reaching Voes of the sea, 
with their steep romantic crags an 
inland lakes, that it requires but short 
travel to find much rural interest. 
Lerwick is the only town on the island 
of any importance, it lies on the west 
shore of the Brassey Sound. The 
island of that name lies about one 
mile distant. The streets of the old 
— of che town are very narrow, 
ly wide enough for a cart to pass 
through, with the houses facing all 


parts of the compass, and some cross- 
wise. 
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